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The ‘‘We the People’’ competition tests stu-

dents’ knowledge of the Constitution and the
Bill of Rights—the two historic documents on
which the country was founded.

I cannot emphasize enough the positive im-
pact that gaining a solid understanding of the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights will have on
these gifted students.

It is vital that America’s students follow the
lead of those who so diligently studied,
learned, and competed in the ‘‘We the Peo-
ple’’ national finals. By taking part in the com-
petition, the Hempfield participants are true
winners. Their work will benefit them and their
communities long into the future.

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate the gov-
ernment students from Hempfield High School
and we wish them the best in their futures.
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Mr. QUINN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay
tribute to Dr. Jeffrey Meilman. For almost 70
years, Variety Clubs International and their
thousands of members worldwide have led the
fight to aid sick and handicapped children. Va-
riety Clubs legendary fundraising efforts have
helped build hospitals, schools, and play-
grounds bringing countless untold joy to young
people and their families.

Each year Variety Clubs holds an Inter-
national Convention to share new ideas and
give special recognition to those individuals
who have merited distinguished achievement.
This year, one of my constituents, Dr. Jeffrey
Meilman, was honored with Variety’s Sir
James Carreras Award. This prestigious honor
recognizes those physicians whose dedication
and skills in pediatric medicine is truly excep-
tional.

Dr. Meilman has provided plastic surgery to
countless children throughout the world, many
times at his own expense. The result is that
through the skillful hands and extraordinary
care provided by Dr. Meilman, children in the
United States, China, Poland, and throughout
the Third World have had the opportunity for
their physical health and emotional well being
to be restored.

Mr. Speaker, today I would like to bring Dr.
Meilman’s superlative achievements to the at-
tention of my colleagues in the House, and
ask that they join me in expressing our heart-
felt appreciation to Dr. Jeffrey Meilman and
Variety Clubs International. May they continue
to work together to utilize their God-given tal-
ents to save the lives of so many of our chil-
dren.
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Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I am honored to
pay tribute to my good friend Cathy Maguire,
who has just completed a 1-year term as
president of the San Fernando Chamber of

Commerce. Under Cathy’s dynamic leader-
ship, the chamber strengthened the ties be-
tween businesses and residents in the city of
San Fernando. She will be a tough act to fol-
low.

Anyone who knows Cathy—and there are a
lot of us—is not surprised by her successful
tenure as chamber president. She is a very
hard worker, as well as a regular presence at
business and community events throughout
the San Fernando Valley. I am amazed at her
energy and impressed by her dedication.

The San Fernando Chamber is only one of
many organizations to have been the bene-
ficiaries of Cathy’s leadership skills over the
years. For example, she is also on the board
of directors of the Valley Industry and Com-
merce Association; a member of the Commu-
nity Advisory Board of El Nido Family Serv-
ices, San Fernando Valley; president of So-
roptimist International, San Fernando Valley;
and a member of the board of directors of
New Directions for Youth.

In addition to her outside activities, Cathy is
district manager for the Southern California
Gas Co., where she plays a key role in strate-
gic planning and implementation, financial
management and marketing and advocacy. In-
deed, the gas company is fortunate to be rep-
resented by a person as devoted and person-
able as Cathy.

I ask my colleagues to join me today in sa-
luting Cathy Maguire, whose selflessness and
spirit are an inspiration to us all. I am proud
to be her friend.
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Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, balancing the

scales of justice is often a very difficult task.
The work of a judge is demanding, complex,
and difficult, and it takes a very rare breed to
handle the job successfully.

I am honored to have such a judge within
the First Congressional District of Massachu-
setts. During his 23 years on the bench, Pro-
bate Court Judge Rudolph A. Sacco has admi-
rably served the citizens of western Massa-
chusetts.

A Boston College and Suffolk Law School
graduate, Judge Sacco has never forgotten
where he comes from. As an alumnus of Pitts-
field High School, Judge Sacco returned to
Berkshire County with his degrees, prepared
to give back to the community.

After some years in private practice, Judge
Sacco was appointed as a special probate
judge in 1973. He flourished in that part-time
position, and was named a full judge in 1979.

As probate judge, Rudolph Sacco has
logged thousands and thousands of miles
traveling the beautiful landscape of western
Massachusetts. His territory not only covered
his home Berkshire County, but Hampshire,
Hampden, and Franklin Counties as well. But
Judge Sacco has done much more for his
community than doling out justice. In 1957,
He—along with his wife, the former Katherine
Turschmann—founded Camp Karu, a day
camp for area children.

Judge Sacco is also a proud father and
grandfather, and has been an inspiration to his
family.

I join with the Berkshire, Hampden, Hamp-
shire, and Franklin Bar Associations, as well
as the Massachusetts Bar Association, in sa-
luting Judge Sacco for his 23 years of dedi-
cated service. I join with the members of the
legal community in recognizing his achieve-
ments and in hoping that he will continue to
offer his talents to western Massachusetts and
the court system.

Probate Judge Rudolph A. Sacco serves as
an inspiration to his community and the up-
coming crop of members of the bench. I would
like to express my best wishes to Judge
Sacco and his family at this special time. His
contributions will never be forgotten.
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Ms. SANCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
address my colleagues about an issue that af-
fects every family in this country. I am certain
that all of you have a friend or relative, as I
do, that has been afflicted by the scourge of
cancer. Cancer is a disease that does not dis-
criminate, it strikes every race, every eco-
nomic level, every age, and every ethnic
group. In 1997 alone we can expect over
130,000 new cases of cancer to be diag-
nosed, and that will be in the State of Califor-
nia alone.

However, in the war against cancer, we are
beginning to see success. Effective and dedi-
cated organizations such as the American
Cancer Society are leading the fight in the bat-
tle for a cure. For the first time in history, over-
all death rates from cancer are actually declin-
ing, and with an enhanced nationwide effort,
the cancer death rate could be cut in half by
the year 2015. A major part of that nationwide
effort is the contribution of the Orange County
American Cancer Society, which served over
5,000 cancer patients in the county last year.

On June 20 and 21, 1997, the Orange
County American Cancer Society will hold its
annual Relay for Life to raise awareness of
the disease and call attention to the work of
the American Cancer Society. Community col-
leges from around Orange County will host
teams of runners and walkers competing
against each other to raise money for cancer
research. Each team will field from 15 to 20
runners. For 18 hours, one team member will
be on the track at all times, walking, jogging,
or wheelchairing in 30-minute intervals. During
the race an all night vigil entitled ‘‘The Mile of
Hope’’ will take place to honor cancer survi-
vors and those who have lost their battles
against cancer. The Relay for Life is sure to
be an enlightening and consciousness raising
event. It is the only relay event that raises
money for the American Cancer Society in Or-
ange County. I am pleased to call attention to
the event and I wish to commend the Orange
County American Cancer Society for its work
on behalf of our families. I look forward to its
continued efforts in the areas of cancer re-
search, education, advocacy, and service.
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